
7th Grade Summer Reading List: 2019 - 2020 

 

The Crossover - Kwame Alexander 

Ages 9+ (written entirely in poetry form) 

"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. Cuz 

tonight I'm delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on 

the court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse, in 

this fast and furious middle grade novel of family and brotherhood. Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up 

on and off the court to realize breaking the rules comes at a terrible price, as their story's heart-stopping climax proves a 

game-changer for the entire family. 

 

The Girl Who Drank the Moon - Jan Carr 

Ages 10+ 

THE GIRL WHO DRANK THE MOON is the story of Luna, taken as a baby from her family in the Protectorate as part of a 

cruel ritual designed to keep the populace fearful and compliant. Though the Elders circulate a story that an evil witch 

demands the annual sacrifice, they don't realize there's actually a good witch who saves and protects the babies. When 

Xan rescues Luna, she accidentally feeds her moonbeams that "enmagic" her, so she decides to adopt and raise Luna in 

a family that includes a dragon and a wise bog monster. Luna's magical powers prove to be unpredictable and unruly, so 

Xan casts a spell that cocoons the magic until her 13th birthday. Will Luna harness her magic successfully? This story is 

interwoven with stories from the Protectorate about an antagonist who feeds on the sorrow of others, Luna's mother who 

yearns for her lost daughter, and a brave couple who challenge the status quo. 

 

Artemis Fowl- Eoin Colfer 

Ages 9+ 

Twelve-year-old genius Artemis Fowl decides to reinvigorate his family fortunes by kidnapping a 

fairy and demanding its gold. Having obtained and decoded the Book, a tome containing all of the 

fairies' secrets, Artemis captures an elf named Holly Short and holds her captive at his family mansion in 

Ireland. However, he hasn't reckoned on the resources and cunning of the LEPrecon Unit, an elite 

branch of the fairy police force, whose members will stop at nothing to rescue Captain Short. It seems 

that the wicked ways of the Mud People (humans) have driven most of the magical creatures 

underground, where a gritty, urban fairy civilization is flourishing. 

 

The Princess Bride - Ellen Dendy 

Ages 10+ 

After learning that her wayward true love, Westley, will never return for her, beautiful, brokenhearted Buttercup agrees to 

marry entirely undeserving Prince Humperdinck. But before the wedding festivities can commence, Buttercup is 

kidnapped and whisked away in a boat, her life in the hands of a vicious gang. Thus begins an edge-of-your-seat 

adventure involving a six-fingered killer, a royal fiend, a misunderstood giant, a vengeful Spaniard, a retired miracle 

worker, and the mysterious masked man in black. Toss in a desperate race up the Cliffs of Insanity, wild sword fights, 

hungry rodents of unusual size, screaming eels, and even more trouble, and it's hard not to believe that the young maiden 

is doomed. Will Buttercup survive her increasingly perilous circumstances to find true love again? Rest assured, 

happiness prevails in the end. 

 

Out of My Mind—Sharon Draper 

Ages 10+ 

Melody is an intelligent 11-year-old girl with a photographic memory and cerebral palsy. She 

can't walk or talk, but she is hungry to learn and eager for language to express herself. Draper has 

crafted a likable protagonist with typical tween thoughts and emotions—Melody dreams that she will be 

the first chosen for school projects and games—all of which are compounded by the difficulties of living 

with cerebral palsy. 
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Masterminds – Gordon Korman 

Ages 9+ 

Serenity, New Mexico is an idyllic community for all its inhabitants. Everyone has everything they need and no one lies. 

As the local newspaper boasts, "Serenity Voted #1 in USA for standard of living." Eli has always been happy with his life 

and never had any reason to want to leave. One day though, while on a bike ride past the outskirts of town with his best 

friend Randy, Eli begins to feel sick. When he recovers from his illness he discovers that Randy, who convinced him to 

ride out, has to leave town. Randy tells everyone that he is going to his grandparents' house, but he is acting strange and 

no longer wants to hang out with Eli. After Randy leaves, Eli finds a note that makes him realize this may not be the 

perfect town after all. Eli and a few friends begin to uncover secrets and discover that honesty may not be at the heart of 

Serenity. They also realize that they can't trust anyone, especially not their parents. 

 

Magnus Chase and the Gods of Asgard Book 1: The Sword of Summer – Rick Riordan 

Ages 10+ 

Ever since his mom's murder two years ago, Magnus Chase has lived on the streets of Boston, watched over by Blitz and 

Hearth, a pair of quirky homeless guys. On the day he turns sixteen, however, his estranged uncle Randolph freaks him 

out with the news that his long-absent father was a Norse god. Worse, the apocalypse, Viking-style, is looming, and 

Magnus must find a mysterious, magical sword. Though leaving Valhalla could spell trouble, he escapes into the Nine 

Worlds with a handful of weird friends to find that sword before the bad guys do. 

 

Okay for Now - Gary Schmidt 

Ages 12+ 

It's 1968 during the height of the Vietnam War, with the first lunar landing on the horizon. When eighth grader Doug 

Swietek and his family move to a small town in upstate New York after his bad-tempered father loses his job, Doug 

immediately dubs the town "stupid." After he meets local girl Lil, everything changes. Lil challenges him to prove he is not 

the "skinny thug" everyone assumes he is. Following her into the library, he finds the works of Audubon on display and 

befriends a librarian, who coaxes him to try drawing. Doug's artistic efforts parallel his struggles to fit into the town and rise 

above the preconceptions people have about his family. When Doug says, about the first Audubon painting he sees, "This 

bird was falling and there wasn't a single thing in the world that cared at all," it's clear he's talking about himself as much 

as he is the Arctic tern. Doug's journey to self-acceptance isn't a straight one, and several times he proves his theory that 

"when things start to go pretty good, something usually happens to turn everything bad," but readers will root for him even 

when he stops rooting for himself. 

 

Counting by 7s - Holly Goldberg Sloan 

Ages 10+ 

Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and diagnosing medical conditions, who finds it 

comforting to count by 7s. It has never been easy for her to connect with anyone other than her adoptive parents, but that 

hasn’t kept her from leading a quietly happy life...until now. Suddenly Willow’s world is tragically changed when her 

parents both die in a car crash, leaving her alone in a baffling world. The triumph of this book is that it is not a tragedy. 

This extraordinarily odd, but extraordinarily endearing, girl manages to push through her grief. Her journey to find a 

fascinatingly diverse and fully believable surrogate family is a joy and a revelation to read. 

 

Curveball: The Year I Lost my Grip - Jordan Sonnenblick 

Ages 12+ 

Sometimes, the greatest comebacks take place far away from the ball field. Meet Peter Friedman, high school freshman. 

Talented photographer. Former baseball star. When a freakish injury ends his pitching career, Peter has some major 

things to figure out. Is there life after sports? Why has his grandfather suddenly given him thousands of dollars worth of 

camera equipment? And is it his imagination, or is the super-hot star of the girls' swim team flirting with him, right in front 

of the amazing new girl in his photography class? In his new novel, teen author Jordan Sonnenblick performs his usual 

miraculous feat: exploring deep themes of friendship, romance, family, and tragedy, while still managing to be hilariously 

funny. 

 


